
‭Homily for Sunday, April 14, 2024‬

‭Prayer: Silent or spoken‬

‭Good morning.‬

‭Do you watch or read the news regularly? Jim and I have made it‬

‭a habit to watch the news while we eat dinner. Most of the time it‬

‭seems like too much, though, and we have to switch to reruns of‬

‭Frazier. 😉‬‭Pause‬

‭While watching images of war, violence, and starving children, I‬

‭feel overwhelmed by‬‭all‬‭the pain and the NEED in the‬‭world and‬

‭it causes me to feel so small and insignificant. I‬‭want‬‭to help, but‬

‭what can‬‭I‬‭do? I am only one person. How can‬‭I‬‭affect‬‭change?‬

‭One answer to this question is given in the wonderful, if not‬

‭heartbreaking story told in the movie,‬‭The Hurricane‬‭.‬

‭In the movie…‬

‭●‬ ‭The Hurricane‬‭(1999)‬

http://www.textweek.com/movies/hurricane.htm


‭○‬ ‭Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, a champion middleweight‬

‭boxer, is imprisoned for life for murders he did not‬

‭commit. After exhausting every possibility for‬

‭appeal, he tells his wife that he wants her to divorce‬

‭him and to move on with her life, saying, "I'm dead.‬

‭Forget about me." She divorces him, and he is alone‬

‭in prison with no real connection to the outside‬

‭world. The Hurricane uses his prison time to read,‬

‭study, and eventually write a book about his life -- a‬

‭book that is published and becomes a bestseller,‬‭but‬

‭which is then soon forgotten. Years later, a Black‬

‭teen from the ghetto finds a copy of the Hurricane's‬

‭life story at a used book sale, and buys it for a‬

‭quarter. Moved by what he read, the young man,‬

‭Lesra Martin, writes a letter to the prisoner, and‬

‭begins a relationship and a process that eventually‬

‭leads to the overturning of the conviction. At a‬

‭pivotal moment, the Hurricane notes that it was "no‬

‭accident" that Lesra had come across that book. The‬



‭Hurricane says that‬‭hate‬‭had killed him and buried‬

‭him, forgotten, in the prison walls, but Lesra (whose‬

‭name is a form of Lazarus) raised him with his‬‭love‬

‭and gave him life once again.‬

‭○‬ ‭(Mark D. Johns, Instructor of Communication/Linguistics, Luther‬

‭College, Decorah, Iowa)‬

‭The simple act‬‭of writing a letter to a prisoner became‬‭the‬

‭beginning of something so much bigger for both men in this true‬

‭story.‬

‭When I hear stories like this, I want to be someone who makes a‬

‭change in the world. I want to affect someone’s life for good.‬

‭Lesra could not take on the entire criminal justice system with all‬

‭its flaws and racism. But he found he could help this one man.‬

‭And he could help him by loving him.‬

‭We heard about this kind of love in today’s reading from 1 John,‬

‭“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should‬

‭be called children of God,”.....”that we should love one another.”‬

‭What does this really mean? One commentator states, “as‬



‭children of God, we must learn to love‬‭like God.‬‭” So how do I‬

‭love like God? I believe this means I must put this love into‬

‭action. Jesus was all about action.‬‭Loving‬‭is‬‭doing‬‭.‬

‭What if I don’t know what to‬‭do‬‭to help? What if I‬‭am‬

‭overwhelmed and busy,‬‭paralyzed‬‭by not knowing where‬‭to‬

‭begin and‬‭paralyzed‬‭by my own routines, my busy schedule.‬

‭First, we need to identify a call. I became a teacher because I‬

‭wanted to help children. I wanted to meet the needs of every‬

‭child, but I knew as a teacher that I could not help‬‭ALL‬‭the‬

‭children of the world, not even all the children in‬‭Greencastle‬‭,‬

‭and maybe not every child in my classes, even though I tried.‬

‭From this overwhelming need and desire to help “the least of‬

‭these” I found I needed to bring this call down to the local level‬

‭to make it doable. I needed to find‬ ‭MY simple act‬‭that could‬

‭affect change. This is how I can live the love of the gospels.‬

‭I also realized that I could continue answering this call by‬

‭connecting with a local program for the children of Putnam‬

‭County: The Summer Enrichment Program. Greencastle is‬



‭fortunate to have the Summer Enrichment Program, a program‬

‭sponsored by St. Andrew’s and Gobin churches. The Summer‬

‭Enrichment Program or SEP is a place that gives approximately‬

‭60‬‭at-risk‬‭children, children‬‭in need‬‭, sometimes children‬‭who‬

‭are hurting‬‭, a chance to play, to learn, and to enjoy‬‭new things.‬

‭SEP enriches with art, music, science, reading, and group‬

‭activities in ways that at-risk children may miss at home.‬

‭SEP began almost 40 years ago in 1988. It was created by Kelsey‬

‭Kaufman not to be a summer school, but to help families give‬

‭their children more opportunities- opportunities to learn to swim,‬

‭to go to museums, to visit local farms, and to hear a soprano sing‬

‭an aria (that brought a lot of giggles by the way!).‬‭pause‬ ‭It‬

‭began to give kids who would probably be running the streets a‬

‭place to be artistic, to make a miniature tornado while learning‬

‭science, to love books, and to eat at least two healthy meals a‬

‭day, because many of these children do not have enough food at‬

‭home.‬



‭Today this program is just as valuable and important as when it‬

‭started. The definition of “at-risk” children is broader than just‬

‭those who are at-risk of dropping out of school. “At-risk” includes‬

‭students for whom English is their second language. Attending‬

‭SEP can give them more time to practice English and therefore do‬

‭better in school. “At-risk” kids can include children of divorce or‬

‭incarcerated parents. Attending SEP can give them some comfort‬

‭in routine and time with friends.‬

‭This program is near and dear to my heart. I spent three years‬

‭as the Education Director for SEP. Last year I joined the board.‬

‭SEP is where‬‭I‬‭can make a difference. This can be‬‭MY simple act‬

‭of change.‬

‭It is also where you can make a simple act of change, even if you‬

‭are not in a leadership role or on the board. If you have a heart‬

‭for “the least of these,” I hope you will consider helping SEP by‬

‭making a donation. Like all non-profits, SEP needs donors to‬

‭survive. We apply for grants which may or may not be granted.‬

‭We have many loyal individual donors, too. But this year we are‬



‭especially needy because the Greencastle School system decided‬

‭to cut ties with our program and no longer allows SEP to borrow‬

‭their mini school buses that enabled us to pick up and drop off‬

‭children each day, and made it possible for us to take them to‬

‭many off campus activities such as swimming at The Greencastle‬

‭Aquatics Center. Last year we were able to borrow vehicles from‬

‭The Storehouse Church, but this year The Storehouse has‬

‭decided to sell these vehicles. After much discussion, the SEP‬

‭leadership has determined that we will buy a minibus and van.‬

‭The Storehouse has given us a great price - just $3500 each.‬

‭Even these inexpensive vehicles, however, create a large - $7,000‬

‭- deficit in our budget.‬

‭St. Andrew’s has always sponsored SEP with an outreach‬

‭donation. The St. Andrew’s contribution for 2024 has been cut‬

‭from $2,000 to $1500 due to our own budget deficit. The Vestry‬

‭didn’t want to do this, but faced our own situation with the‬

‭determination to raise the money in a different way: by holding a‬

‭fundraising dinner for SEP. Please plan to come to the SEP‬

‭lasagna dinner this Friday, April 19, from 5:30-7:30. We will be‬



‭asking for a $20 contribution for the dinner, but consider giving‬

‭more, even if you can’t come to the dinner.‬

‭I have put more information about how your donation can help on‬

‭the piano in Hamilton Hall. It also has information about our‬

‭fundraising dinner.‬

‭As Jesus calls us to love‬‭, I hope you find an outreach‬‭that is near‬

‭and dear to your heart.‬‭As Jesus calls us to love‬‭,‬‭I hope you find‬

‭a way to help you be the change in the world.‬‭As Jesus‬‭calls us to‬

‭love others‬‭, I hope you will join me in helping the‬‭Summer‬

‭Enrichment Program, enriching the lives of at-risk children in our‬

‭community.‬

‭Thank you.‬


